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The Federal Republic of Germany

Article 4 (Freedom of faith, of conscience and of creed).

(1) Freedom of faith and of conscience, and freedom of creed religious or
ideological, are inviolable.

(2) The undisturbed practice of religion is quaranteed.

(3) No one may be compelled against his conscience to render war service
as an armed combatant. Detailswill be regulated by a Federal |aw.

Article 7 (Education).

(3) Religious instruction forms part of the ordinary curriculum in state and
municipal schools, excepting secular schools. Without prejudice to the
state’ sright of supervision, religious instruction is given in accordance with
the tenets of the religious communities. No teacher may be obliged against
hiswill to give religious instruction.

Cambodia

Article 43 [Religion]

(1) Khmer citizens of either sex enjoy the freedom of belief.

(2) Freedom of religious belief and worship is guaranteed by the State on
the condition that such freedom does not affect other religious beliefs or
violate public order and security.

(3) Buddhismisthe State religion.

China

Article 36 [Religion]

(1) Citizens of the People’'s Republic of China enjoy freedom of religious
belief.

(2) No state organ, public organization, or individual may compel citizens
to believe in, or not to believe in, any religion; nor may they discriminate
against citizens who believein, or do not believe in, any religion.

(3) The state protects normal religious activities. No one may make use of
religion to engage in activities that disrupt public order, impair the health of
citizens or interfere with the educational system of the state.



(4) Religious bodies and religious affairs are not subject to any foreign
domination.

Congo

Article 11 [Equality, Gender Equality, Liability]

(1) The State shall assure the equality of al citizens before the law, without
discrimination of origin, social or material situation, racial, ethnic and
regional origin, sex, instruction, language, attitude vis-avis religion and
philosophy.

Article 26 [Religion, Civic Duties]

(1) Freedom of belief and conscience and the freedom of either a religious
or philosophical profession are inviolable.

(2) The free exercise of religious sects shall be guaranteed within the limits
compatible with public order and good mores.

(3) No one shall be relieved from fulfilling a civic duty because of
religious opinion.

Denmark

Section 69 [Regulation of Other Religious Bodies]

Rules for religious bodies dissenting from the Established Church shall be
laid down by Statute.

Section 70 [Freedom of Religion]

No person shall for reasons of his creed or descent be deprived of access to
complete enjoyment of his civic and political rights, nor shall he for such
reasons evade compliance with any common civic duty.

Ireland

Article 44 Religion

(1) The State acknowledges that the homage of public worship is due to
Almighty God. It shall hold His Name in reverence, and shall respect and
honor religion.

(2.1) Freedom of conscience and the free profession and practice of
religion are, subject to public order and morality, guaranteed to every
citizen.

(2.2) The State guarantees not to endow any religion.

(2.3) The State shall not impose any disabilities or make any discrimination
on the ground of religious profession, belief or status.



(2.4) Legidation providing State aid for schools shall not discriminate
between schools under the management of different religious
denominations, nor be such as to affect prejudicially the right of any child
to attend a school receiving public money without attending religious
Instruction at that school.

(2.5) Every religious denomination shall have the right to manage its own
affairs, own, acquire and administer property, movable and immovable, and
maintain institutions for religious or charitable purposes.

(2.6) The property of any religious denomination or any educational
institution shall not be diverted save for necessary works of public utility
and on payment of compensation.

Estonia

Article 40 [Freedom of Religion]

(1) Everyone shall have freedom of conscience, religion and thought.

(2) Everyone may freely belong to a church or a religious association.
There shall be no state church.

(3) Everyone shall have the freedom, either alone or in community with
others and in public or private to practice his or her religion, unless it
endangers public order, health or morals.

Article 42 [Privacy of Religion and Belief]

No state or local government authority or their officials may collect or store
information on the persuasions of any Estonian citizen against his or her
free will.

Finland

Section 5 [Equality]

(2) No one shall, without acceptable grounds, be afforded a different status
on account of sex, age, origin, language, religion, conviction, opinion, state
of health, disability or any other reason related to the person.

Section 9 [Religion]

(1) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of religion and conscience.

(2) Theright to freedom of religion and conscience shall include the right
to profess and practice a religion, the right to express a conviction and the
right to belong or not to belong to areligious community. No one shall be
required to participate in religious practices to which they are
conscientiously opposed.



Germany

Article 4 [Freedom of faith, of conscience, and of creed]

(1) Freedom of creed, of conscience, and freedom to profess a religious or
non-religious faith are inviolable.

(2) The undisturbed practice of religion is guaranteed.

(3) No one may be compelled against his conscience to render war service
involving the use of arms. Details are regulated by afederal statute.

Greece

Article 13 [Religion]

(1) The freedom of religious conscience is inviolable. The enjoyment of
civil and individual rights does not depend on the religious conviction of
each individual.

(2) Every know religion is free and the forms of worship thereof shall be
practiced without any hindrance by the State and under protection of the
law. The exercise of worship shall not contravene public order or offend
morals. Proselytizing is prohibited.

(3 The ministers of all religions are subject to the same obligations
towards the State and to the same state supervision as the ministers of the
established religion.

(4) No person shall, by reason of his religious convictions, be exempt from
discharging his obligations to the State, or refuse to comply with the laws.
(5) No oath shall be imposed without alaw specifying the form thereof.

Hong Kong

Article 32 [Religion]

(1) Hong Kong residents shall have freedom of conscience.

(2) Hong Kong residents shall have freedom of religious belief and
freedom to preach and to conduct and participate in religious activities in
public.

Croatia

Article 40 [Religion]

Freedom of conscience and religion and free public profession of religion
and other convictions are guaranteed.

Article 41 [Religious Communities, Religious Neutrality]
(1) All religious communities are equal before the law and separate from
the state.



(2) Religious communities shall be free, in conformity with law, to publicly
perform religious services, open schools, teaching establishments or other
Institutions, social and charitable institutions and to manage them, and shall
In their activity enjoy the protection and assistance of the state.

Hungary

Article 60 [Belief]

(1) In the Republic of Hungary everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, freedom of conscience and freedom of religion.

(2) This right shall include the free choice or acceptance of a religion or
belief, and the freedom to publicly or privately express or decline to
express, exercise and teach such religions and beliefs by way of religious
actions, rites or in any other way, either individually or in a group.

(3) The church and the State shall operate in separation in the Republic of
Hungary.

(4) A magority of two-thirds of the votes of the Members of Parliament
present is required to pass the law on the freedom of belief and religion.

Iran

Article 23 [Freedom of Belief]

The investigation of individuals beliefs is forbidden, and no one may be
molested or taken to task simply for holding a certain belief.

Italy

Article 19 [Freedom of Religion]

All are entitled to freely profess their religious convictions in any from,
individually or in associations, to propagate them, and to celebrate them in
public or in private, save in the case of rites contrary to morality.

Article 20 [Religious | nstitutions]

The religious character and the religious or confessional aims of an
association or institution shall not involve special legal limitations or
gpecial fiscal burdens for its constitution, legal status, or any of its
activities.

Iraq

Article 19 [Equality]

(@) Citizens are equal before the law, without discrimination because of
sex, blood, language, social origin, or religion.



Article 25 [Religion]

Freedom of religion, faith, and the exercise of religious rites, is guaranteed,
In accordance with the rules of constitution and laws and in compliance
with morals and public order.

Article 27 [Education]

(@) The State undertakes the struggle against illiteracy and guarantees the
right of education, free of charge, in its primary, secondary, and university
stages, for al citizens.

(b) The State strives to make the primary education compulsory, to expand
vocational and technical education in cities and rural areas, and to
encourage particularly night education which enables the popular masses to
combine science and work.

(c) The State guarantees the freedom of scientific research, encourages and
rewards excellence and initiative in al mental, scientific, and artistic
activities and all aspects of popular excellence.

Article 28 [Educational Goals]

Education has the objective of raising and developing the genera
educational level, promoting scientific thinking, animating the research
spirit, responding to exigencies of economic and social evolution and
development programs, creating a national, liberal and progressive
generation, strong physically and morally, proud of his people, his
homeland and heritage, aware of al his national rights, and who struggles
against the capitalistic ideology, exploitation, reaction, zionism, and
imperialism for the purpose of redizing the Arab unity, liberty, and
socialism.

Japan
Article 19 [Freedom of Thought and Conscience]
Freedom of thought and conscience shall not be violated.

Article 20 [Freedom of Religion, Secularity of the State]

(1) Freedom of religion is guaranteed to all.

(2) No religious organization shall receive any privileges from the State,
nor exercise any political authority.



(3 No person shall be compelled to take part in any religious act,
celebration, rite or practice.

(4) The State and its organs shall refrain from religious education or any
other religious activity.

Kuweit

Article 35 [Freedom of Religion and Belief]

Freedom of belief is absolute. The State protects the freedom of practicing
religion in accordance with established customs, provided that it does not
conflict with public policy or morals.

Lithuania

Article 25

(4) Freedom to express convictions or impart information shall be
incompatible with criminal actions-the instigation of national, racia,
religious, or social hatred, violence, or discrimination, the dissemination of
slander, or misinformation.

Article 26

(1) Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion shall not be restricted.

(2) Every person shall have the right to freely choose any religion or faith
and, either individually or with others, in public or in private, to manifest
his or her religion or faith in worship, observance, practice or teaching.

(3) No person may coerce another person or be subject to coercion to
adopt or profess any religion or faith.

(4) A person’s freedom to profess and propagate his or her religion or faith
may be subject only to those limitations prescribed by law and only when
such restrictions are necessary to protect the safety of society, public order,
a person’s heath or morals, or the fundamenta rights and freedoms of
others.

Slovakia

Article 24 [Freedom of Religion]

(1) Thefreedoms of thought, conscience, religion, and faith are guaranteed.
This right also comprises the possibility to change one’s religious belief or
faith. Everyone has the right to be without religious belief. Everyone has
the right to publicly express his opinion.

(2) Everyone has the right to freely express his religion or faith on his own
or together with others, privately or publicly, by means of divine and



religious services, by observing religious rites, or by participating in the
teaching of religion.

(3) Churches and religious communities administer their own affairs. In
particular, they constitute their own bodies, inaugurate their clergymen,
organize the teaching of religion, and establish religious orders and other
church institutions independently of state bodies.

(4) Conditions for exercising rights according to Sections (1)-(3) can be
limited only by law, if such a measure is unavoidable in a democratic
society to protect public order, health, morality, or the rights and liberties of
others.

United States

Amendment | [1791-Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly, Petition]
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for aredress of grievances.

Romania

Article 29 [Religion]

(1) Freedom of thought, opinion, and religious beliefs may not be restricted
in any form whatsoever. No one may be compelled to embrace an opinion
or religion contrary to his own convictions.

(2) Freedom of conscience is guaranteed; it must be manifested in a spirit
of tolerance and mutual respect.

(3) All religions shall be free and organized in accordance with their own
statutes, under the terms laid down by law.

(4) Any forms, means, acts, or actions of religious enmity shal be
prohibited in the relationships among the cults.

(5 Religious cults shall be independent from the State and shall enjoy
support from it, including the facilitation of religious assistance in the army,
in hospitals, prisons, homes, and orphanages.

(6) Parents or legal tutors have the right to ensure, in accordance with their
own convictions, the education of the minor children whose responsibility
devolves on them.

Article 30 [Expression]

(1) Freedom of expression of thoughts, opinions, or beliefs, and freedom of
any creation, by words, in writing, in pictures, by sounds, or other means of
communication in public are inviolable.



(2) Any censorship shall be prohibited.

(3) Freedom of the press also involves the free setting up of publications.
(4) No publication may be suppressed.

(5 The law may impose upon the mass media the obligation to publicize
their financing source.

(6) Freedom of expression shall not be prejudicia to the dignity, honor,
and privacy of person, and the right to one’s own image.

(7) Any defamation of the country and the nation, any instigation to a war
of aggression, to national, racial, class or religious hatred, any incitement to
discrimination, territorial separatism, or public violence, as well as any
obscene conduct contrary to morality shall be prohibited by law.

(8) Civil liability for any information or creation made public falls upon the
publisher or producer, the author, the producer of the artistic performance,
the owner of the copying facilities, radio or television station, under the
terms laid down by law. Indictable offenses of the press shal be
established by law.

Article 32 [Education]

(1) The right to education is provided for by the compulsory genera
education, by education in high schools and vocational schools, by higher
education, as well as other forms of instruction and post-graduate courses
for refreshing education.

(2) Education of all grades shall be in Romanian. Education may also be
conducted in a foreign language of international use, under the terms laid
down by law.

(3) The right of persons belonging to national minorities to learn their
mother tongue, and their right to be educated in this language are
guaranteed; the ways to exercise these rights shall be regulated by law.

(4) Public education shall be free, according to the law.

(5) Educational establishments, including private institutions shall be set up
and conduct their activity according to the provisions of the law.

(6) The autonomy of the Universitiesis guaranteed.

(7) The State shall ensure the freedom of religious education, in accordance
with the specific requirements of each religious cult. In public schools,
religious education is organized and guaranteed by law.

Oman

Article 28 [Religion]

The freedom to practise religious rites in accordance with recognised
customs is guaranteed provided that it does not disrupt public order or
conflict with accepted standards of behaviour.



Spain

Article 27 [Education]

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Freedom of instruction is
recognized.

(3) The public authorities guarantee the right which will assist parents to
have their children receive the religious and moral formation which is in
keeping with their own convictions.

Switzerland

Article 49 [Freedom of Religion and Belief]

(1) Freedom of creed and conscience isinviolable.

(2) No one may be forced to participate in areligious association, to attend
religious teaching or to perform areligious act, nor be subjected to penalties
of any sort because of hisreligious beliefs.

(3) The holder of the paternal or tutelary authority shall determine the
religious education of children in conformity with the foregoing principles
until they have completed their 16" year.

(4) The exercise of civil or political rights may not be restricted by any
prescription or condition of an ecclesiastical or religious nature.

(5 Religious beliefs do not exempt anyone from carrying out civic duties.
(6) No one shall be bound to pay taxes the proceeds of which are
specifically appropriated to cover the cost of worship within a religious
community to which he does not belong. The detailed implementation of
this principle shall be a matter for federal legidlation.

United Kingdom

Section 18 Freedom of Religion

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

(1) Worship and religious teaching take place without any interference
from the State. There is complete freedom of thought, conscience or form
of worship and no restriction on the right of any citizen to change his or her
religion. Atheists and agnostics are also free to propagate their views.



(2) A person may, however, be held guilty of blasphemous libel if he or she
publishes scurrilous and offensive references to Christianity that go beyond
the limits of proper controversy. This does not apply to debate and
discussion about the truth of Christian doctrines.

(3) Churches and religious societies of all kinds own property, run schools
and propagate their beliefs in speech and writing. Inquiries are not made
about religion in population censuses or other official returns.

(4) Thereis no religious bar to the holding of public office except in the
case of the Sovereign who must by law be a Protestant. The Church of
England and the Church of Scotland are the established ‘official’ churches
for state ceremonies of areligious nature. Their members, however, do not
obtain any advantages from being members of an established church rather
than of any other church.

(5 Religious education has to be provided in all schools financed from
public funds and is part of the national curriculum. Parents have the right
to ask for their children to be withdrawn from such classes. Some publicly
maintained schools are provided by religious denominations and receive
varying amounts of public finance, according to type.

(6) Television and radio programs are broadcast on religious topics; these
include religious services as well as programs in which adherents of the
main religions and non-believers discuss their views. Advertising aiming to
promote religious ends is not permitted on television or radio.

Zambia

Article 18 [Protection of Law]

(b) may be empowered by law to do in the interest of defence, public
safety, public order, public morality, the welfare of persons under the age of
eighteen years or the protection of the private lives of persons concerned in
the proceedings.

Article 19 [Freedom of Conscience]

(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the
enjoyment of his freedom of conscience, and for the purposes of this Article
the said freedom includes freedom of thought and religion, freedom to
change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community
with others, and both in public and in private, to manifest and propagate his
religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance.

(2) Except with his own consent, or, if he is a minor, the consent of his
guardian, no person attending any place of education shall be required to
receive religious instruction or to take part in or attend any religious



ceremony or observance if that instruction, ceremony of observance relates
to areligion other than his own.

(3) No religious community or denomination shall be prevented from
providing religious instruction for persons of that community or
denomination in the course of any education provided by the community or
denomination or from establishing and maintaining institutions to provide
social services for such persons.

(4) No person shall be compelled to take any oath which is contrary to his
religion or belief or to take any oath in a manner which is contrary to his
religion or belief.

(5 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be
held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this Article to the extent
that it is shown that the law in question makes provision which is
reasonably required--

(@) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality
or public health; or

(b) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedoms of other persons,
including the right to observe and practice any religion without the
unsolicited intervention of members of any other religion; and except so far
as that provision or, the thing done under the authority thereof as the case
may be, is shown not to be reasonably justified in a democratic society.

Australia

Section 116 [Freedom of Religion, Secular State]

The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or
for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise
of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for
any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.

South Korea

Article 20 [Religion, Church]

(1) All citizens enjoy the freedom of religion.

(2) No state religion may be recognized, and church and state are to be
Separated.

United Kingdom

Section 18 Freedom of Religion

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either



alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

(1) Worship and religious teaching take place without any interference
from the State. There is complete freedom of thought, conscience or form
of worship and no restriction on the right of any citizen to change his or her
religion. Atheists and agnostics are also free to propagate their views.

(2) A person may, however, be held guilty of blasphemous libel if he or she
publishes scurrilous and offensive references to Christianity that go beyond
the limits of proper controversy. This does not apply to debate and
discussion about the truth of Christian doctrines.

(3) Churches and religious societies of all kinds own property, run schools
and propagate their beliefs in speech and writing. Inquiries are not made
about religion in population censuses or other official returns.

(4) Thereis no religious bar to the holding of public office except in the
case of the Sovereign who must by law be a Protestant. The Church of
England and the Church of Scotland are the established ‘official’ churches
for state ceremonies of areligious nature. Their members, however, do not
obtain any advantages from being members of an established church rather
than of any other church.

(5 Reéligious education has to be provided in all schools financed from
public funds and is part of the national curriculum. Parents have the right
to ask for their children to be withdrawn from such classes. Some publicly
maintained schools are provided by religious denominations and receive
varying amounts of public finance, according to type.

(6) Television and radio programs are broadcast on religious topics; these
include religious services as well as programs in which adherents of the
main religions and non-believers discuss their views. Advertising aiming
to promote religious endsis not per mitted on television or radio.

Bosnia and Her zegovina

Paragraph 3 Enumeration of Rights

(g) Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion.
(1) Theright to education.

Belarus

Article 31 [Religion]

Everyone shall have the right independently to determine his attitude
towards religion, to profess any religion individually or jointly with others,
or to profess none at all, to express and spread beliefs connected with his



attitude towards religion, and to participate in the performance of acts of
worship and religious rituals and rites.

Canada

[Title 2] Fundamental Freedoms

Section 2 [Freedom of Religion, Speech, Association]

Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms:

(@) freedom of conscience and religion;

(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom
of the press and other means of communication;

(c) freedom of peaceful assemble and

(d) freedom of association.

Section 15 [General Equality, No Discrimination]

(1) Every individua isequal before the and under the law and has the right
to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination
based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age, or mental
or physical disability.

(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude any law, program or activity that has
as its object the amelioration of conditions of disadvantaged individuals or
groups including those that are disadvantaged because or race, national or
ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age, or mental or physical disability.

Bulgaria

Article 37 [Freedom of Religion and Belief]

(1) The freedom of conscience, the freedom of thought, and the choice of
religion and of religious or atheistic views are inviolable. The state shall
assist the maintenance of tolerance and respect among the believers from
different denominations, and among believers and non-believers.

(2) The freedom of conscience and religion shall not be practiced to the
detriment of national security, public order, public health and morals, or of
the rights and freedoms of others.
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