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In looking to the future, | would like to suggest that universities can and should play a
greater or improved role in national systems of knowledge creation, diffusion, and
utilization. Universities should take a leading role in helping to design and create interactive

knowledge systems, in creating what | would refer to as “system dialogue.” We should by
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now realize the need to move away form “trickle down” economics and “trickle down”
knowledge, away from technological packages and technology transfer
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It is my own personal opinion that in Thailand there is a great need for
regionalization of the university system. Thailand is similar to so many other countires in
that it is comprised of various cultural and linguistic groups which really represent a source
of diversity and strength, not a weakness. | am somewhat disturbed and perplexed by the
fact that the vast majority of the students at Khon Kaen University come from Central
Thailand and, upon graduation from Khon Kaen University, return to take up professions in
the Central region. The needs of Northeast Thailand are in many ways greater than those

of Bangkok and its surrounding environment.
‘ﬁIm : J. Lin Compton. “Higher Education and National Development in The Developing Countries :
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At Northern Luzon State University in the Philippines, President Amado
Campos brought an elderly farmer to his campus to establish a replication of the
farmer’s one-half hectare mixed farming system. President Campos had heard about
this gentleman from another source and had gone to visit him to see for himself the
very elaborate and scientific system which this farmer had evolved over several
decades of trial and error experimentation. Basically, the system consisted of a
combination of aquaculture, rice cultivation, fruit cultivation, and vegetable production
within a multi-level hydraulic system of water flow and control. The complexities of this
system are too great to describe here. The point is that here was a case of a university
president recognizing the value of the long experience-based indigenous knowledge of
a farmer, a gentleman who had less than six years of formal schooling, and recognizing
the need and value of exposing his faculty to this indigenous knowledge and the notion

that even common people have a great deal to teach us.
fn1 @ J. Lin Compton. “Higher Education and National Development in The Developing Countries :
An Analytical Evaluation and New Directions” lui’lm’mmiﬂizﬂ;u%“ﬁ’m’lﬁiﬁu%’la
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Ideally, these international programmers should not only be conducted in one of
the world’s major languages ( in the Thai context, English), but the students enrolled in
the programmers should come from a multitude of nations. Other activities within the
university, whether academic or extra-curricular, should be aimed at fostering an
international atmosphere, and should attract students from a variety of nations. Student
and staff exchanges should also be a salient feature.

It is rather disappointing to note that most of the international programmers in
Thailand, though they are conducted in English, are dominated by Thai students. Of
the foreign students who attend. Most of them are from developing countries in the
region.

‘ﬁm Ministy of University Affairs, Internationalization of Thai Higher Education.
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